did not receive dual (mechanical and chemical) thromboprophylaxis. In a variety of patient groups (including orthopaedics), multimodal prophylaxis can reduce deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolism rates more effectively than single modalities. 2,3 However, in elective hip replacement, mechanical prophylaxis combined with enoxaparin, 4 warfarin, 5 or fondaparinux 4 showed no significant reduction in deep vein thrombosis rates, compared to mechanical prophylaxis alone. 
Authors' reply
We did compare the data between subgroups of thromboprophylaxis type, but no conclusion was made owing to the small number of patients. The rates of venous thromboembolism (VTE) were not significantly different between patients with multimodal thromboprophylaxis and those with mechanical compression alone (p=0.17, Chi squared test, Table) . 
